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Racism, the Bible, and the Church

LESSON OBJECTIVE
To understand the biblical teaching about race and challenge believers to overcome the 
sin of racism.

CONNECT
Choose one or two of the following questions to discuss with your group: 

•	 How would you characterize the American church’s attitude toward racial relations 
over the last 60 years? How would you characterize the church’s attitude today?

•	 Does the look of individual churches today represent the diverse makeup of our 
local communities? Explain your answer.

•	 How has the racism of past generations hurt churches today?

•	 Does racism still play a role in churches today? If so, how? 
 

CONSIDER
How does the Bible define race?
In the first chapter of the Word of God we read that God desired to make man in His 
image (Genesis 1:26). So, He took dirt, formed a man, and breathed the breath of life 
into him to make him a living being (Genesis 2:7). Shortly afterward He made a woman 
and brought her to the man to be his wife (Genesis 2:22-24). Adam named her Eve, 
noting, “she was the mother of all living” (Genesis 3:20).

From these brief passages we glean several key points related to the topic of race.

1. Humans are made in the image of God—obviously, not the physical image of 
God. It is sufficient for this study to acknowledge there is something unique 
in humanity that is distinct from the rest of creation that qualifies humans as 
being created in the image of God.

2. God created male and female and brought them together in a unique “one 
flesh” relationship as God’s design for marriage.

3. Adam and Eve were the original parents for every person on earth. Our study 
of genetics helps us understand that every characteristic and trait in the 
population today were latent in the DNA of our original parents.

How does the Bible define race? There is only one race of people—the human race (Acts 
17:26). Every man and woman, boy and girl is a member of this one and only race of 
humans. Any effort to divide people into multiple “races” of varying value or worth is 
contrary to the teaching of Scripture and ignores the fact that we are all of the same 
family.
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The fact that God tasked the 
three sons of Noah and their 
wives with repopulating 
the earth after the Flood 
confi rms again that all 
people on the earth are of 
one family (Genesis 7:20-
23; 8:16-18; 9:18-19). 

Every other human had been 
killed in the global fl ood 
brought on by the judgment 
of God for the wickedness of 
mankind. The Flood reduced 
the population of the earth 
to eight people—the family 
of Noah.

Those who identify the curse 
of Canaan (Genesis 9:25) 
as a curse upon people of 
a particular skin tone are in 
error. The curse of Canaan 
was upon the Canaanites, 
which ultimately was 
fulfi lled when the nation of 
Israel (the descendants of 
Shem) came into the land of 
Canaan and displaced them 
(Numbers 34:2).

Where did all the different languages and cultures come from?
Language and culture are signifi cant differences among people groups today. Scripture 
provides us with insight as to the source of these differences. 

Following the Flood, God instructed the people to disperse across the earth and 
repopulate it (Genesis 9:1). Unfortunately, a signifi cant portion of the later generations 
chose to resist God’s command to disperse across the earth and began efforts to build a 
tower to “make a name” for themselves (Genesis 11:1-4).

God confounded the disobedient people by confusing their languages (Genesis 11:6-9); 
therefore, the place became known as the Tower of Babel. The language barrier prompted 
the people to halt their fruitless building project and disperse throughout the earth. 
Those who shared the same language likely moved together to new regions and began to 
intermarry within their language group. It is not diffi cult to see how those separated by 
language and location would eventually develop common genetic characteristics as well 
as cultural beliefs and practices. 

God’s action at Babel was designed to stop a particular act of sin by a specifi c group 
of people and to accomplish His design of dispersing people across the earth. There 
is nothing in Scripture that indicates God intended a perpetual separation of people 
groups. To the contrary, the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19) and Day of Pentecost 
(Acts 2:5-11) illustrate God’s desire to reach across all language and cultural barriers.

Is God guilty of racism?
God gave specifi c instructions to the nation of Israel not to intermarry with people of 
other nations (Deuteronomy 7:3-4). But the command was not motivated by racism; it 
was about religion. God knew those who married idol worshipers would begin to worship 
idols as well. This was demonstrated repeatedly by those who disobeyed God’s instruction 
to remain separate from the idol worshipers (Judges 3:6; 1 Kings 11:1-8; Ezra 9:10-12).

Still, the foreigners who lived within the borders of Israel were to be treated fairly and 
justly (Exodus 22:21; Leviticus 19:32-34). Intermarriage with people outside the nation 
of Israel was permitted if they would adopt the beliefs of the people of God (Exodus 
12:48-49; Numbers 9:14; 15:14). The story of Ruth is a perfect example of one outside 
the nation of Israel being accepted as a follower of God (Ruth 1:16). She even was listed 
in the genealogy of Jesus (Ruth 4:13, 17).

God was working through the nation of Israel to bring redemption to the world. Because 
of sin, all humanity was separated from God. Through the descendants of Abraham God 
planned to bless all the nations of the earth (Genesis 22:18). Through this people would 
come the Messiah who would be the Savior of the world (Luke 1:26-33; 2:11; Acts 
13:23; Galatians 4:4-6).

God’s love for the world motivated Him to provide the way to be able to forgive the sins 
of the world (John 3:16; 12:32), not just a select few. The great commission of Jesus 
sending His disciples to all nations confi rmed God’s love for all people (Matthew 28:19). 
That Jesus is the Savior of the world was demonstrated on the Day of Pentecost when 
His disciples declared the good news to men of every nation (Acts 2:5-11). God does not 
show partiality (Acts 10:34-35).
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Scripture is emphatic that there are no ethnic, nationality, language, or cultural barriers 
in Christ (Galatians 3:26-28; Colossians 3:11). In fact, Heaven will be filled with people 
from every nation, tribe, and language (Revelation 7:9-10).

What about being “unequally yoked”?
God made restrictions for His people under the Law of Moses to remain separate from 
unbelievers (Exodus 34:12-16). That same principle is repeated in the New Testament. 
“Do not be unequally yoked . . . with unbelievers” (2 Corinthians 6:14). To apply this 
Scripture to any other people group, culture, or ethnic group is a distortion of the Word 
of God. It tears it out of the context and produces a false teaching. A careful reading of 
the entire passage makes it clear that God wants His people to be separate from those 
who do not share the same relationship with God (2 Corinthians 6:14-18). He makes no 
qualifications, reservations, or restrictions otherwise. Those who draw boundaries where 
God has not are guilty of the same sin as the Pharisees.

How are we supposed to treat people that are different 
from us?
Treat them as someone created in the image of God (Genesis 1:27). Treat them as 
someone for whom Christ died (John 3:16). Treat them like you want to be treated 
(Matthew 7:12). God also expects His people to seek justice and confront oppression 
(Deuteronomy 16:19; Isaiah 1:17; Jeremiah 22:3). Anything less is sin.

Put on therefore, as the elect of God, 
holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, 
kindness, humbleness of mind, 
meekness, longsuffering; Forbearing 
one another, and forgiving one 
another, if any man have a quarrel 
against any: even as Christ forgave 
you, so also do ye. And above all 
these things put on charity, which 
is the bond of perfectness 
(Colossians 3:12-14). (KJV)
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COMMIT
Since we were young we sang the lyrics, “Red and yellow, black, and white, they are 
precious in His sight.” Unfortunately, we have sometimes refl ected the mentality that all 
people are precious, but all people are not necessarily accepted or made equal. 

Discuss the following questions.
•	 The Bible makes it clear we are all from one race. If we believe that to be true, how 

should that infl uence our beliefs about “interracial marriage,” associations with 
people of all different backgrounds, and overall unity within the body of Christ?

•	 The Bible does not condemn marriage between people of different ethnic groups, 
cultures, or nationalities. If we try to condemn something God has not condemned, 
what does that say about us?

•	 As Christians, how can we celebrate the diversity of the body of Christ?

•	 Why are churches sometimes guilty of giving money to missions to reach different 
people groups around the world yet struggle to accept different cultures within their 
church doors?

•	 How can a better understanding of God’s Word and His truth tear down the walls of 
racism and bigotry?

•	 What can our church do to be more intentional in reaching people of all cultures?

•	 If you live in a suburban or rural area, how can you be more intentional about 
reaching people in an urban setting? If you live in an urban area, how can you be 
more intentional about reaching people in a suburban or rural area?

•	 How we can integrate all people into the body of Christ?

•	 How can we let our differences unite us rather than divide us?
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Conclusion
In many ways our time on earth is a rehearsal for our time in Heaven. God has given 
each of us time to prepare for the eternity that lies ahead. Revelation 7:9-10 makes it 
very clear that Heaven will be filled with people from every nation, tribe, and tongue. Do 
we live like we believe that? Is our rehearsal on earth reflecting what will happen on the 
grand stage? 

In churches across America, Sunday morning is the most segregated hour of the week. 
For too long churches have not been as multicultural as they should be. But each 
church, and more specifically each believer, has a chance to change that. God has given 
all of us the responsibility to take His gospel to all peoples. Whether that’s the native 
living in the remote jungles of Africa or the Korean family down the street, all people 
have been made in God’s image and need to hear the good news. We have been given a 
wonderful opportunity today because God has brought the nations to our doors. No longer 
can we let our differences divide us. Instead, we should celebrate that we are each a 
unique creation of God, joined as one race and one family. Although racism may be an 
issue in society, it should not be an issue in the church. We are to be the light of the 
world and show a Christlike love for all people.

Resources
http://www.garnettreid.com/the-bride-of-christ-is-multi-ethnic/

http://creation.com/bible-interracial-marriage

http://www.christianpost.com/news/john-piper-confronts-sin-of-racism-including-his-
own-60575/

http://www.desiringgod.org/blog/posts/should-we-be-colorblind-about-race--2

Bloodlines: Race, Cross, and the Christian, by John Piper, http://bit.ly/piperbloodlines
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What do we learn about human beings and race in the following verses?

•	 Genesis 1:26

•	 Genesis 2:7

•	 Genesis 2:22-24

•	 Genesis 3:20

According to Genesis 11:6-9, what did God do to cause people to scatter across the 
earth? Do these verses indicate that race had anything to do with this event?

What was the reason God gave in Deuteronomy 7:3-4 for instructing His people not to 
intermarry with people from other nations?

How was a foreigner to be considered if he or she adopted the beliefs of the people of 
God (Exodus 12:48-49)?

How were all foreigners to be treated when they lived in the land with God’s people 
(Leviticus 19:33-34)?

What do the following passages say about the relationship of all people who are in 
Christ?

•	 Galatians 3:26-29

•	 Colossians 3:11

What restriction does God place on whom a Christian may marry according to 2 
Corinthians 6:14?

Do you need to make any changes in your thinking, attitude, or actions regarding race in 
response to this lesson? If so, what?

STUDENT 
HANDOUT


